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SUBJECT: US FORCES IN THAILAND 

IN CONNECTION WITH THANOM'S 28 AUGUST PRESS CONFERENCE, 
YOU MAY BE INTERESTED INFOLLOWING EXCERPTS FROM A NON 
VERBATIM RECORD OF DOD SPOKESMAN FRIEDHEIM'S 27 AUGUST 
PRESS BRIEFING. 

FRIEDHEIM: LET ME CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO THE THAILAND 
MAP THAT WE'VE PREPARED FOR YOU THAT TELLS YOU THE BASES 
AND THE NUMBER OF US PERSONNEL, NUMBER OF US AIRCRAFT 
THAT WILL BE WITHDRAWN IN THE FIRST INCREMENT OF THE PHASE- 
DOWN IN THAILAND. SOME OF THOSE PEOPLE WILL BE ENROUTE 
HOME THIS WEEK. SOME OF THEM, OF COURSE, WILL COME BACK 
TO THE US; SOME WILL GO BACK TO THEIR HOME STATIONS IN 
THE PACIFIC BUT WE WILL HAVE SOME OF THOSE PEOPLE ON THEIR 
WAY HOME THIS WEEK. 

Q: THIS WEEK, IS THAT THE NEW THING YOU JUST 
TOLD US? 
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A: THE SECRETARY DID DISPATCH THE ORDERS OVER 
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THE WEEKEND FOR THE PACKING AND WITHDRAWAL TO BEGIN. WE 
EXPECT SOME OF THEM TO BE ENROUTE WITHIN THE NEXT FEW 
DAYS AND THAT WE WILL THEN CONTINUE UNTIL WE COMPLETE THAT. 
AS YOU KNOW. THE JOINT STATEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
INDICATED THAT THERE BE FURTHER TALK. I BELIEVE IT WAS 
THE 7TH OF SEPTEMBER ON SOME FURTHER WITHDRAWALS AND 
SCHEDULES. 

Q: HOW MANY WILL BE COMING HOME OF THE TROOPS 
THAT ARE COMING OUT? 

A. THE BULK OF THE MARINES, WHICH IS ABOUT 
2,100 OUT OF THE 3,500, WILL GO BACK TO BASES IN THE 
PACIFIC. I CAN'T BE ANY MORE SPECIFIC THAN THAT RIGHT 
NOW BUT MOST OF THE AIR FORCE PEOPLE ARE UNITS THAT ARE TDY 
FROM HOME BASES HERE IN THE UNITED STATES, AND THEY WILL 
BE COMING BACK HERE. 

Q: HOW MANY OF THEM THEN? 

A. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 3,500 AND 2,100. 

Q: 1400 OF THE AIR FORCE COMING HOME, RIGHT? 

A: RIGHT. 

Q. IS IT CLEAR NOW FROM THE PATTERNS OR YOUR 
PLANNING THAT YOU'LL DRAWDOWN ALL SEVEN OF THEM BEFORE 
ANY ARE CLOSED OR YOU'LL BE ABLE TO CLOSE A FEW FIRST? 

A. OF COURSE, WE HAVE A SPECIAL SITUATION AND 
I THINK YOU ALL KNOW THAT THIS MARINE BASE AT NAM PHONG 
WHICH IS A MORE AUSTERE BASE, SHALL WE SAY, THAN SOME OF 
THE OTHERS AND THE MARINES WENT IN THERE TEMPORARILY. 

AT THAT BASE WE HAVE A GREATER DESIRE TO GET THE PEOPLE 
OUT OF THERE WHEN THEY'RE NO LONGER NEEDED AND PERHAPS 
WE'LL BE ABLE TO BRING THAT TO A CARETAKER STATUS OR 
PERHAPS CLOSE IT DOWN, ON A PRIORITY THAT WOULD BE AHEAD 
OF THE OTHERS WHICH ARE MORE PERMANENT FACILITIES. 
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Q: DID YOU SAY ALL THE MARINES WILL LEAVE 
THE FIRST INCREMENT? 

A: NO, I DON'T THINK THAT WOULD BE ALL OF THEM. 

I THINK THERE’LL STILL BE SOME PHASING DOWN OF THAT BASE. 

Q: WHY DID YOU SAY 1400 OF THE AIR FORCE? 
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A: THAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 2100 
MARINES THAT YOU HAVE THERE-- 

Q: HOW MANY MARINES ARE YOU LEAVING? 

A: I LL CHECK THAT FOR YOU. I THINK THERE WOULD 
BE A FEW LEFT THERE. IN OTHER WORDS, YOU DON'T COME TO A 
COMPLETE CLOSURE OF THAT BASE IN THIS FIRST INCREMENT 
BUT YOU COME PRETTY CLOSE. 

Q: DO ALL AIRPLANES LEAVE? 

A: I'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT FOR YOU. I SUSPECT 
THAT THEY PROBABLY DO. 

END EXCERPTS- RUSH 
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